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A Good Berry Season for us 

Its been a wild ride with the weather this  

year! First crazy early high temps followed by 

hard frosts. Then record highs in July with 

very little rain. While our apricot and plum 

crops were almost a complete loss, our berry 

crop was pretty good. The new high tunnels 

have been producing some beautiful berries. 

The strawberries outside were pretty sparse 

because of the hard freeze when their flower 

buds were forming, but the berries inside the 

tunnels came through nicely.  

 

The blackberries in the tunnel are unbelievable 

this year. The size is amazing and the flavor is 

great. This new variety was developed in 

Arkansas and is a fall bearing or primacane 

fruiting type. That means the canes that come 

up in the spring will flower and fruit in the 

same year, like the fall bearing raspberries. 

Most blackberry varieties won’t flower until 

the second year. That means we can’t grow the 

tender cultivars here because the canes die in 

the winter, then you don’t get any fruit even 

though new canes grow every year. This new 

variety can freeze off completely and it 

doesn’t matter because the new canes will bear.  

 

This variety is called Ark 45. When we grow it 

outside the fruit doesn’t ripen until 

September, but in the tunnels they start 

ripening in early August. The size is greater in 

the tunnel. Some of the berries are almost as 

big as my thumb! When berries first turn black 

they are tangy and as they ripen they get 

sweeter and sweeter. We pick all the berries 

that are black so there is variation in 

sweetness, but they all taste good.  

 
Missy on a ladder picking blackberries 

 

Seward Coop has been selling our blackberries 

to our customers in the Twin Cites. Those of 

you in the LaCrosse area will have to go to the 

Friday night Farmers Market in Cameron Park. 

Mary Ann will be selling our berries at our 

booth along with all our other fruits and 

products.  

 

Raspberries were very nice this year in the 

tunnels and outside. We had our biggest crop 

ever of black, purple, and yellow raspberries. 

The red raspberries were nice too, and the fall 

reds are beginning to ripen now. We will be 

sending more reds to Seward Coop and to the 

Farmers Market in LaCrosse. 

 

Apple Harvest has started 

This is the earliest beginning to apple harvest 

that I have seen in nearly thirty years of 

growing apples. We picked our early varieties in 

July this year. Now we are picking Redfree, 

Paula Red, Zestar, Ginger Gold, Sansa, and 

William’s Pride. Next week we will start on 

Wealthy, Akane, Estivale, and Tydeman’s Red. 
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Fresh Cider Coming Soon 

We plan to press cider this week. If all goes 

well you should see our cider in coops and at 

the LaCrosse Cameron Park Market this week. 

We do not have a lot cider apples collected yet 

so this will be a small pressing. We plan to 

bottle into only the 16 ounce bottles. When we 

get more cider apples collected we will start 

using the bigger jugs. We have some frozen 

apricot juice from last year and some 

raspberry juice from this year’s crop that we 

can blend with fresh cider. Look for apple, 

raspberry apple, and apricot apple cider next 

week! 

 

August 2012 Honey Extraction 

By Missy Hoch 

Grandpa Jack has been coming up and checking 

the hives every couple of days and this week he 

decided that it was time to extract honey for 

the first time this year. Many of the interns 

and I were very interested in learning the 

extraction process, so we set up two days for 

Jack and Mary Ann to come to the orchard and 

show everyone how it is done.  

 

First, Jack, Nick, and Clay went out to find and 

collect the frames in the hives that were full 

of honey. 

 

  
1. Bees by the door of the hive. 

 

 
2. Clay starting the smoker to calm the bees. 

 

 
3. Nick pulling up individual frames to check if 

the bees have capped the honeycombs. 

 

 
4. This frame was not ready because the bees 

had only gotten less than half white capped. 
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5. Once we found a full frame, we brushed off 

most of the bees. 

 

After we took the frames that were full of 

honey from the bees, Grandpa Jack brought 

the frames right up to the loading dock next to 

the commercial kitchen for Mary Ann and I to 

start the extraction process.  

 

 
6. Grandpa Jack bringing a full hive with ten 

frames in for extraction. 

 

 
7. A full clean frame. 

 

 
8. Road using a metal comb to scrape all of the 

caps off of the honeycomb (and Sayo taking 

video). 
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9. The extractor. 

 

 

 
10. The inside of the extractor. 

 

We have a motorized extractor that we put 

the open, full honey frames into. The extractor 

then spins the frames around, similar to a 

washing machine, and lets the honey fly out and 

drain to the bottom of the metal drum. The 

honey goes through a series of three tiny 

filters and then we bottle and label the honey.  

 

 
11. Pure, unfiltered honey pouring right out of 

the extractor into the first set of filters. 

 

 

Jack and Mary Ann Redfearn 

Jack and Mary Ann Redfearn are a La Crosse 

area couple that help around the farm. Jack 

manages the honey production, while Mary Ann 

helps with bookwork, in store demos, and 

farmers markets.  

 

 
Mary Ann, Jack, and Henry on the orchard. 

 

Jack and Mary Ann were first introduced to 

the orchard in 2008 when Jack responded to 

an ad that Harry had placed in the paper 

looking for a delivery driver. Lucky for us, Jack 

liked delivering more than he liked retired life. 

In less than one season, Jack had been deemed 

‘Grandpa Jack.’  
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The infamous Grandpa Jack portrait by our old 

intern Carolina. 

 

In 2010, Grandpa Jack broke his foot, so he 

called it quits with being Hoch Orchard’s 

delivery person. But that didn’t stop Grandpa 

Jack from coming around the orchard. Harry 

and Jack had decided that beekeeping was a 

good activity to keep Jack busy when he came 

up to the orchard.  

 

 
Mary Ann checking on Jack’s work. 

 

Pretty soon, Jack was spending so much time at 

the orchard that Mary Ann was getting 

suspicious. So, Jack brought Mary Ann up, and 

she got sucked into the orchard too! Mary Ann 

has somehow managed to make herself the new 

face of the orchard by doing all of the markets 

and in store demos with a smile (which, lets be 

honest, the Hoch’s aren’t exactly good at 

smiling). 

 

 
This year’s crew visiting Mary Ann at the 

farmers market. 

 

Every year, Grandpa Jack and Harry keep 

getting more and more excited about the honey 

and keep expanding. And every year Mary Ann 

finds more and more things to do around the 

orchard. Its too late for the Redfearn’s to 

back out now! 

 

August 25 Field Day 

Many of you have visited the farm for apple 

fest but have not had the opportunity to see 

our place in the middle of the growing season. 

Now is your chance. We will have tours of the 

orchards, gardens, high tunnels, packing 

facility, cider line, and give you the opportunity 

to see the animal grazing system with your own 

eyes. There is a lot to see at our place, 

probably more than you can see in one visit. 

Fortunately we will have three more events this 

year so you can get a chance to see everything.  

 
 More information at www.hochorchard.com 

 

Hope to see you on the 25th 

Harry  


