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Planting time 

We put in a long day of planting yesterday. We 

have been digging holes and planting trees and 

berry bushes an all the nice days. Yesterday’s 
planting is getting a good soaking with rain 

today. Jackie is in Tunnel #3 right now planting 

raspberries and strawberries. Another week or 

so of nice weather and we will finish up planting 

for 2013. 

 

Bloom time 

The apricot blossoms started opening a couple 

days ago and now the trees are in full bloom. 

The plums and cherries will follow the apricots 

and then the earliest apples start. When our 

10,000 plus apple trees hit full bloom the whole 

farm will be washed in their fragrance.  

 

Plant Sale 

We had a nice event on April 27th with cider 

bottling and tasting. Those who attended the 

tasting all seemed to have a good time. 

Unfortunately we did not have a lot of plants 

for sale as we had planned. Our tree nursery 

was under snow a few days before and did not 

dry out enough to dig until well after our April 

event. Now the nursery has been dug and we 

will finish planting soon. Our extra trees, berry 

plants, vines, and vegetables will be for sale. 

 

Our plant sale is rescheduled for: 

Saturday May 25th from 11:00 to 4:00. 

Jackie will have a spread of food out to 

purchase so plan on having lunch or a snack 

when you are here. We will have a good 

selection of pork from our organic hogs and 

whole frozen chickens. We still have some jelly 

and culinary vinegar too. 

We will be leading walking tours of the orchard 

at 1:00 and 3:00. The orchards should be in 

bloom so bring your cameras. 

 

Farm Intern Network 

By Jake Schultz and Harry Hoch 

 

The interns of Hoch Orchard and Gardens 

would like to collaborate with other farms to 

provide exposure to a diversity of farming 

systems in our region. We believe it is crucial 

to connect these individuals to help foster 

relationships in order to help provide a better 

future for farming in this country.  

 

We would like to initiate an Intern Network 

that is for interns and run by interns. The 

purpose of this Network is to connect farm 

interns so they can visit each others host 

farms and coordinate transportation to field 

days in the region.  

 

To kick  off this network, we will host a 

meeting and brainstorming session on our farm. 

When: May 25th, 4 pm-next day (overnight 

camping available if you care to stay with your 

own tent). We will have a pot luck dinner at 

5:00. 

Where: Hoch Orchard, 32553 Forster Road,  

La Crescent, MN 55947 

What: In the morning, we are having an open 

house, tour, and sales at the farm open to all. 

In the evening, we invite farmers and interns 

for a potluck and a short presentation about 

the practices happening on this farm. The rest 

of the evening will be dedicated to connecting 

these new/young farmers, interns, and 

international student farmers. Those of you 

interested in organizing future tours, creating 
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a contact list, web page, Facebook page, or 

Field day schedule are encouraged to share 

your ideas. The balance of the evening will be 

spent getting to know one another via; intern 

provided live music, bonfire, and sharing some 

farm made wine and cider. 

What Else? 

There should be some fruit trees in bloom so 

plan on taking an orchard walk. Bring a dish to 

pass and let others know about this event. For 

more information contact Jake Schultz at 

jrschultz25@gmail.com or call the orchard and 

leave a voicemail for Jake (507) 643 6329. 

 

New Interns! 

By Missy Hoch 

Jake Schultz is originally from Franklin, 

Wisconsin, but has recently spent time living in 

Minneapolis, Minnesota. Jake went to school at 

the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh and 

received a degree in secondary education and 

ESL. He had a teaching job after he graduated, 

but his love for food quickly changed his career 

path. Jake started with a small urban garden 

and it snowballed from there. He has worked 

with permaculture CSAs, growing lots, local 

bakeries, and organic cafes. Jake also did 

permaculture work at a healing center in 

Iquitos, Peru in the Amazon. He then traveled 

to Ecuador where he actually worked with a 

past intern from 2010-11 from Hoch Orchard, 

Silvana Cedeno! 

  
Jake Schultz 

Jake came to Hoch Orchard and Gardens 

because of his love for food and growing, but 

also because of the influence of past intern, 

Nathan Dettman. Jake is excited to learn 

about perennial fruit growing to make him a 

more well rounded farmer. His favorite part of 

the orchard is the beautiful landscape. 

 

 
 Nathan Dettman 
Nathan Dettman is a returning intern at Hoch 

Orchard from 2010-11. He was born in Virginia 

but has most recently lived in DeKalb, Illinois. 

He graduated from Northern Illinois 

University with a B.A. in theater studies. He 

found that he had a growing interest in healthy 

foods and where food came from, so he 

decided to pursue more of a growing lifestyle. 

Nathan has worked at multiple vegetable CSAs. 

Most recently he was working part time with a 

CSA and part time working with small-scale 

urban gardening. 

 

Nathan decided to come back to Hoch Orchard 

and gardens because he was more interested in 

perennial systems. He also had a great first 

experience on the orchard and is really excited 

about the variety of produce and the closed 

loop, self-sustaining aspect of the farm. This 

year Nathan will be a crew leader and also will 

be overseeing production in the high tunnels.  

 

PSB SIN bowling league! 

By Missy Hoch 

mailto:jrschultz25@gmail.com
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This spring Hoch Orchard and Gardens 

participated in the Pearl Street Brewery SIN 

(service industry night) bowling league. About 

eleven weeks ago, Harry and Jackie were out 

having a quick drink at a local coffee shop 

called the Root Note, where they happened to 

run into a friend from Pearl Street Brewery. 

Apparently the Pearl Street Brewery SIN 

league needed another couple of teams and 

asked if Hoch Orchard would participate. Since 

we knew that we would be bowling against a lot 

of teams from bars, we gladly accepted.  

 

The first week bowling it was Harry, Jackie, 

Nick, and Missy. I think both Jackie and Nick 

bowled over 100! It was also the first night 

bowling that we realized that each week had a 

theme and the other teams could vote on the 

best costumes. Since we know our scores (even 

with our handicaps!) will not put us in first 

place, we decided to try to take the costume 

portion seriously! Here are some of our winning 

looks so far: 
 

 
Jackie on Beard night 

 

Nick on Beard night 

 

 
Missy, Angi, and Nick on 80’s night 
 

 
Jake, Nathan, Kaitlyn, Nino, Missy, Angi, and Nick on 80’s 
night 

 

 
Missy, Nick, Angi, and Jackie on rocknroll night  

 



 4 News from the Orchard 

 

 
 
Harrys new look 

 

 
 
Nathan and Jake ready for zombie bowling 
 

 
 Nino and Kaitlyn ready to bowl 

 

 

Wrap Up 

Not a lot of orchard info in this issue but a lot 

of fluff about us. Hope to see you in a couple 

weeks at our Plant Sale and Blossom tours. 

 

The results are in: The Hoch Orchard Team 

took third place in bowling and third place in 

the costume competition. Missy Hoch got the 

third highest individual total score in the 

league (assisted by handicap points). All our 

bowlers did a great job and we got the interns 

on the alley for at least one game each. We 

didn’t get bronze medals but we all had a good 
time.  

 

Enjoy the rest of our late spring, 

 

Harry  


